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Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year! Amid all the 
changes that we have experienced over the past few months, we are so excited to 

get back to school! Whether you will be with us at school each day or working online, 

we are glad you're here! Although the upcoming school year will be different than in 

the past due to COVID-19 protocols, we will do our best to foster a sense of community 

------------- and connection with one another while maintaining 

PRAYERTO 
BEGIN THE 

SCHOOL YEAR 

physical distance and limiting movement within the 

school. We are looking forward to a happy, productive 

school year filled with wonderful learning and happy 

memories. Families that opted for online learning are still 

considered to be part of St. Angela School and will 

continue to receive information and newsletters from us. 

Our St. Angela School Re-entry Plan contains a great deal 

of information about our procedures to mitigate risk 

during the pandemic. If you haven't already done so, 

please take a few minutes to review this information. 

Our district theme for the year, 'God Calls Each of Us by 

Name" invites us to reflect upon Isaiah 43:1: "I have called 

you by name; you are mine." In this passage, God speaks 

to His people as their Creator and reminds us that He 

loves each of us unconditionally, as his children. He holds 

us, protects us and cares for us. We do not need to be 

afraid. We can trust that God is with us. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year with your 

children! 

Heidi Maas 

Principal 

Carol Durnford 

Assistant Principal 
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https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/St.%20Angela%20Re-Entry%20Plan%202020-21-%20Update%20Sept%201-2-3.pdf
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HOURS OF 
OPERATION 

Our office opens at 7:45 am and closes at 
3:00 pm. Please call the school in advance 
to make an appointment. 

BELL TIME

8:05 am: First Bell 

9:45 am - 10:00 am: Recess 

11:31 am - 11:51am: Lunch 

11:51am - 12:11pm: Lunch Recess 

2:02 pm - 2:07 pm: Movement Break

* THURSDAY DISMISSAL: 11:31am

KINDER SCHEDULE 

8:05 am ? 11:07 am (no class on Thursday)

Transpor t at ion Services

If you have any questions or concerns with 
your child?s 
transportation please 
call 

780 441 6078.

Perm eat ion of  Fait h

As a result of Bill 44, The Alberta Human 
Rights Act requires all schools in the 
province of Alberta to give notice to a 
parent or guardian when courses of study, 
educational programs, institutional 
materials, instruction or exercises include 
subject matter that deals primarily and 
explicitly with religion.

The essential purpose of Edmonton 
Catholic Schools is to fully permeate 

Catholic theology, 
philosophy, practices 
and beliefs, the 
principles of the 
Gospel and teachings 
of the Catholic Church, 
in all aspects of school life, 
including in the curriculum of every subject 
taught, both in and outside of formal 
religion classes, celebrations and exercises. 
Every course of study and education 
program, all institutional materials, 
instruction and exercises will at all t imes 
include subject matter that deals primarily 
and explicitly with religion.

 

 

 

New Playground

Thank you so much to our amazing School 
Council for their hard work towards the 
NEW PLAYGROUND PROJECT! Our 
playground is now open. What a wonderful 
way to begin this school year! 

Sept ember  2020



My Child's Learning 

Alberta Education publishes My Child's Learning as a means of providing parents with 

an in-depth look at the subjects and programs available from kindergarten to senior 

high school. Click on the "Customize My Printout" button to access information about 

Catholic education. 

Technology - Chromebooks 

The direction from the province is a return to in-person learning. We are encouraging 

our online learners to acquire their own technology to allow the necessary technology 

for our in-person learning. Parents may purchase from our Division Chromebook 

Parent Purchase Plan if they wish. Click here 

Chromebooks purchased through Compugen include a 3 year accidental damage 

warranty and come pre-loaded with all required software. Chromebooks are 

purchased by parents online and are delivered to the school the student attends. The 

following Chromebook is available through the Chromebook Parent Purchase 

Program: 

11" Screen Option: 

HP Chromebook 11 G6 - Education Edition - Celeron N3350 I 1.1 GHz - Chrome OS - 4 

GB RAM - 32 GB eMMC - 11.6" 1366 x 768 (HD) - HD Graphics 500 - Wi-Fi, Bluetooth -

kbd:US 

Electronic HP Care Pack Pick-Up and Return Service with Accidental Damage Protection 

- Extended service agreement - parts and labor - 3 years - pick-up and return - 9x5 - for 

Chromebook 11 G6, 11 G7, 11 A G6, 14A GS; Chromebook x360; Chromebox G2; 

Stream Pro 11 GS

Price: $379.00 (not including GST and recycling fee) 

Chromebooks purchased through the Chromebook Parent Purchase Program are 

managed by our IT department for the three year warranty term or until the student 

leaves ECSD. After the warranty period is up, the district will make every effort to 

resolve issues with Chromebooks, with the understanding that this may not be 

possible. 

Parents may choose to purchase Chromebooks through the Parent Purchase Program 

or through local stores. 

https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
https://www.learnalberta.ca/content/mychildslearning/
https://emerge.compugen.com/emerge/enterprise/Home;jsessionid=3E8D6C5CDE40FEA304FCF32131E52B0E
https://emerge.compugen.com/emerge/enterprise/Home;jsessionid=3E8D6C5CDE40FEA304FCF32131E52B0E


  

As the new school year begins, it is important to remember that students who experience 
success in school ? whether at school or online - are diligent and conscientious in their 
approach to school work. There are a number of ways that parents can help their 
children as they prepare for the start of the new school year: 

Talk with your children about the school day. Use questions such as:

 ?How was your day?? 

?Tell me all about it.? 

?Do you have homework?? 

?What is your homework??

?What was the best part of your day?? 

?Who did you sit with for lunch?? 

?Who did you play with?? 

?What did you play?? 

These are just ideas for starting the conversation each day. Soon your children will start 
the conversation themselves. If you can initiate the conversation as soon as you see your 
children each day, it will become part of a daily, ?scheduled? event. 

Get to know your child?s teachers. Children notice when their parents and teachers talk! 

Check on the academic progress of your children. Start early! Parents can use 
PowerSchool to access their child?s marks and assignments in a secure online 
environment. 

Use the Student Agenda Book to record homework and assignments, it can also become 
a key communication tool between parents and teachers. Parents are urged to check 
their child?s agenda regularly.

Read the monthly newsletter and check our website often. The newsletter includes 
information that can answer many questions you may have, and it will alert you to 
upcoming events. The newsletter is posted online on the first school day of each month 
that we are in session. Dates and upcoming events are listed in the newsletter and 
posted on our website. For those parents who are subscribed to SwiftK12, an email 
message is sent to parents when the newsletter has been posted to our website. 

Please feel free to contact the school if you require clarification about anything. We look 
forward to an excellent year with your children!

TIPS FOR PARENTS



Safet y Dr i l ls

In general, we will be practicing our fire drills in the Fall and 
Spring. We will practice lockdown and shelter in place 
procedures in the winter months. These valuable exercises 
are required so that the staff and students are aware of what 
the procedures are should one of these events occur. For 
some of these practices, the students will be aware that they 
will occur. Other practices will be surprise events. In all cases, 
the office will make an announcement following the practice.

Updat ing Regist rat ion Inform at ion 

ECSD is moving to digitized student 
records. Parents are able to view 
registration information and update it 
online. Parents are asked to check this 
information over carefully and make any 
necessary changes. We also ask that 
parents of students who are of First 

Nations, Métis, or Inuit descent identify this on the 
registration forms. In some cases, this enables us to access 
additional support for students. It is extremely important 
that we have accurate information regarding our students in 
the event of an emergency. Parents and students using 
Chromebooks and/or other personal computing devices at 
school must also sign the St. Angela Student-Owned Devices 
Policy.

Food at  School 

In keeping with ECSD Re-Entry Protocols and provincial 
guidelines, students are required to bring their own food with 
them each day. There is no sharing of food, which means that 
families will not be able to send treats or food for birthdays or 
special occasions until further notice. Please do not drop off 
lunches during the school day. We recognize that these are 
difficult measures, but they are necessary in order to keep 
everyone safe. Thank you for your understanding.

Cal endar
Sept ember  16 

Sept ember  17

Sept ember  28
School Pict ure Day - 
information to follow. 

Meet  t he St af f  and 
School Council Meet ing - 
this w i l l  be a digi tal event 
this year. Information to 
fol low.  

School Opening 
Celebrat ion - we will 
mark the beginning of 
the school year with 
classroom celebrations.

Sept ember  30
Orange Shir t  Day 



For the safety of our students, the doors to the school remain locked during the school 
day. In keeping with our district Occupational Health and Safety requirements, all visitors 
and volunteers must report to the office, review the safety guidelines for the school, sign 
in, and receive a visitor?s badge. Everyone must sign out in the office as well. 

At  t h is t im e, we are st r ict ly l im it ing visit ors t o t he school.

All ECSD staff and those who offer professional services, such as student teachers or 
psychologists, will continue to have access to our school. Priests and pastoral workers 
from our parishes will also be welcome in our school. Additional visitors, such as guest 
speakers, will not be permitted at this time. 

Parents are encouraged to make phone or online appointments with school staff rather 
than visiting in person. All visitors to the school must follow our required safety protocols: 
- Use self-screening tool before entering the building (if a visitor answers YES to any 
questions, he or she will not be permitted to enter) 

- Wear a mask 

- Use hand sanitizer

 - Report to the office 

- Sign the visitor log 

- Wear a visitor tag or school division ID. 

This helps us to maintain a safe and secure environment for our students. Students are 
asked to report the presence of  strangers to the principal or staff. If you are coming to see 
a teacher, please contact the teacher to arrange a convenient time for you to meet rather 
than simply dropping by the school. 

At  t h is t im e, volunt eers w il l  not  be allowed in our  school. Although we value the 
contributions and support our volunteer parents provide for us, we do need to maintain 
the integrity of our cohorts and physical distancing within the school. When provincial 
restrictions are lifted, then we will once more gladly welcome volunteers into our school 
and the following will be in place: 

1. All volunteers shall be required to complete a ?Volunteer Registration Form? annually 
and prior to commencing any volunteer activities in the school.

2. All volunteers who are to be assisting with school activities on any given day shall 
register at the school office at the beginning of each day. School staff shall be instructed 
that a volunteer register or log shall be kept and made available to the school principal at 
all t imes. The volunteer register shall contain legible names of the volunteers and their 

VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS



expected location or classroom assignment during the course of their duties during the 

day. 

3. While engaged in volunteer activities, all volunteers shall wear appropriate

identification.

Note: any parents or community members who are supervising children in situations 

where a staff member is not present, such as coaching a sports team, must have a 

criminal record check and a child welfare check on file with the school. Police Information 

Checks and/or Intervention Record Checks may also be required at the sole discretion of 

the Principal, the Assistant Superintendent, District Operations and Information and 

Infrastructure Technology Services, School Operations Services and/or the Superintendent 

in any circumstances where it is deemed appropriate. 

School Emergencies 

In the Edmonton Catholic School Division, the safety of our students is always our first 

priority and students are well supervised when they are on school property. When 

situations occur that warrant emergency procedures to ensure the safety of all students, 

we will provide parents with accurate and up to date information. One way to keep parents 

informed about an emergency and the safety procedures that have been put into place is 

by posting the information on the school website. Information will be posted and updated 

as required when a school is experiencing an emergency. If there is an emergency situation 

at the school where your child(ren) attend, check the school website to stay informed and 

receive timely information. We also need to keep phone lines available at the school during 

an emergency, so we ask that you do not call the school. This will enable staff at the school 

to keep in touch with emergency providers and District personnel. Thank you for your 

support and help in ensuring our students remain safe. 

Slow Down for School Zones 

At Edmonton Catholic Schools, the health and safety of students is always our first priority! 

School zones are in effect around elementary and junior high schools 

throughout Edmonton. Motorists are required by law to slow down to 30 

km/h between 8:00am and 4:30pm on school days where school zone signs 

are posted. Please slow down and ensure the safety of students near 

elementary schools. 

School Fees 

School fees can be paid beginning September 15. Every effort has been made to keep 

school fees as reasonable as possible. Fees may be paid online through PowerSchool. 

Parents who are unfamiliar with making payments through PowerSchool are invited to 

contact our school office for assistance. School fees have been posted to our website. 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/docs/0d3646ed-abaa-4587-920f-160d0745f89a_School%20fees%202020%20-2021.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/docs/0d3646ed-abaa-4587-920f-160d0745f89a_School%20fees%202020%20-2021.pdf


This year, we will continue to concentrate on increased 
ongoing assessment as well as an emphasis on 
communicating and understanding key learner outcomes 
and the criteria for success to support next steps in learning. 
There will be two report cards ? the first in January and the 
second in June. 

Demonstration of Learning will take place in November and 
March, and discussion will focus on student achievement 
with evidence of learning from work completed to that point.

Teachers enter marks and comments for each assessment 
directly into the PowerSchool gradebook. For parents, this is 
like having access to a student report card at any point in 
time. Teachers will follow up via email with parents who do 
not attend student led conferences, as this communication is 
very important for student success.  If you wish to discuss 
your child?s progress or marks, please feel free to call or 
email your child's teacher.  Report cards are available online to 
parents/guardians via the PowerSchool parent portal. Parents 
who are new to ECSD will be provided with their own 
PowerSchool passcode which will allow them to view the report 
card online. PowerSchool not only gives parents access to their 
child?s report card, but also access to other school and 
classroom information. PowerSchool passcodes for those 
parents who have not yet created a PowerSchool account will 
be sent home later this month, so please watch for them. 
PowerSchool accounts remain in effect from year to year, so 
parents only need to create an account once. 

As always, if you have any questions or require any additional 
information, please contact the school office and we will be 
happy to assist you.

Demonstration of Learning 
and Report Cards for this 
school year are scheduled 
for: 

Dem onst rat ion of  Learning:

November 19, 2020 

March 11, 2021 

First  Repor t  Card:
 January 29, 2021 

Final Repor t  Card: 

June 25, 2021

REPORT CARDS

Due t o cov id- 19 pr ot ocol s, November  
conf er ences wil l  be hel d digital ly. 



  

Proper t y Taxes 

All property owners are encouraged to examine their Tax Notice to ensure that their 
support is assigned to Edmonton Catholic Schools. If you own a business or are in a 
business partnership, please check to see that your taxes are being allocated to our 
district (partial allocations can also be designated). If there is an error, please contact the 
City of Edmonton using their 311 number or through email: taxinquiry@edmonton.ca

Prot ocol for  Parent  Concerns

Edmonton Catholic Schools recognizes the freedom of all members of the school 
community (students, staff, parents and neighbours) to voice their concerns in an 
appropriate manner to the appropriate school personnel. The principle of ?first contact? 
needs to be followed. This means that the person(s) who have the concern, have the 
responsibility to begin addressing the concern directly with those persons with whom 
they have the concern before taking their concern elsewhere. Parents who contact school 
administration prior to speaking with the persons with whom they have a concern will be 
directed to that person first. If resolution is not found, please then involve school 
administration and School Operations Services (SOS) as needed. All parties will deal with 
concerns in a manner that is consistent with the teachings of the Catholic Church.

Personal Proper t y/Elect ronic Devices 

Students are responsible for all personal property, including electronic devices. All 
personal items should be clearly marked with the student?s name. This makes it much 
easier to return items to students if they are misplaced and reduces the number of items 
collected - and often not claimed - in our Lost and Found bins. Students should never 
leave money and valuables unattended. The school cannot be responsible for damage or 
loss and we do not investigate in the event that these items go missing.

Medical Aler t s

Upon occasion, parents request that staff members administer medication to students 
who are not sufficiently mature or reliable enough to care for their own needs. In order to 
administer medication to a student, we require a ?Request for Administration of 
Medication/Medical Treatment Form? be completed and on file in the office. A copy of 
this form may be obtained from the school office. It is the parents? responsibility to keep 
us informed of medical conditions and to provide correct information regarding 
treatment and emergency contact information. Staff members administering 
medications will be required to maintain hand hygiene and to wear Personal Protective 
Equipment, including gloves.



Lit t er less Lunch

Did you know that over the course of one year, a typical student sends the equivalent of 
their own body weight in waste to a landfill just from conventionally packed school lunches? 
The amount of food waste generated over one lunch hour at school is truly staggering! 
Students often throw items that they do not like away. As well, organic waste, such as apple 
cores and banana peels, can attract stinging insects, which can pose a danger. Single use 
plastics are often not recyclable and end up in landfills. St. Angela School is committed to 
reducing waste in our school. In an effort to cut down on food and plastic waste, we will be 
asking students to pack uneaten food items, recyclables and waste back in their lunch boxes 
to be disposed of at home. To facilitate this, students are asked to pack their lunches in 
sealed reusable containers so uneaten food can be sent home in the same container. This 
way, parents are aware of exactly what their children are eating at school and we are 
reducing waste at the same time. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding! 
Please note: Students are asked NOT to bring microwaveable items to school since students 
do not have access to microwave ovens at lunch time. Thank you!

Ext ended Absences/Vacat ions

21st century classrooms are dynamic learning environments that are fluid and constantly 
changing. Work assigned is often project-based and is designed to promote critical thinking 
and a deeper level of student engagement. Worksheets and paper packages of student 
work are increasingly rare in today?s classrooms, since research shows that they do litt le to 
promote higher level thinking skills or achievement. Because our learning environments are 
so dynamic, it can be very difficult for teachers to put together packages for students who 
will be away for an extended period of time. 

Consequently, we recommend that families avoid booking vacation time during the school 
year. Extended absences are detrimental to student achievement and can have a significant 
impact on a student?s marks. Students in grades six write Provincial Achievement Tests. If 
these students miss a great deal of school, then they could score lower on these 
government exams. If a student must be away for a truly important event or family 
emergency, then parents are asked to contact the teacher to find out what general topics of 
study will be examined while the student is away. The student will be expected to read 
applicable textbook chapters and monitor work and material being posted to Google 
classrooms, with the understanding that the student will likely have work to make up when 
he or she returns to school. Google classrooms do not take the place of the teacher in the 
classroom environment, so the student may experience some difficulty in keeping up with 
assignments in classes, particularly if the absence is a longer one. 



It is the responsibility of the student to see each of his or her teachers to find out what work 

was missed during an absence and to complete all missed work, assignments and/or 

exams. 

Note: Our school social worker will follow up with the families of students who are 

habitually late or chronically absent. Absences may be reported to the Attendance Board. 

Allergy Aware Policy 

We have a number of students with life-threatening allergies to peanuts and nut products at 

our school. In some cases, these allergies are so severe that just a trace of or even the smell 

of peanuts or nut products can send the child into anaphylactic shock. If this happens, the 

child's throat tightens and swells and he or she may stop breathing. This type of severe 

allergic reaction can be fatal. The following website has a great deal of helpful information 

regarding anaphylaxis: http://www.anaphylaxis.org. We strive to keep each of our students 

safe during the school day. Even though your child may not be in the same class as one of 

our severely allergic children, there is still the possibility of cross-contamination. If, for 

example, a child has a peanut butter sandwich for lunch, then uses a school computer after 

lunch, he or she might unknowingly leave trace amounts of peanut butter on the keyboard. 

If a severely allergic child used the keyboard during the next class, he or she could have a 

severe allergic reaction. Although we cannot absolutely guarantee that students will not 

come into contact with nut products, we do wish to limit the chances of such an occurrence. 

Please help us by checking the labels, packages and ingredients of all foods your children 

bring to school. Please don't let your child bring any foods to school that contain even a 

trace amount of peanuts or nuts. We truly appreciate your cooperation and help in this 

important matter.

Student Illness 

We have always taken the position that students who are ill should not be at school. We 

understand that in the past, it may have been easier to send a child to school if he or she 

exhibited mild symptoms rather than arranging for child-care. Unfortunately, in our current 

climate, this is no longer acceptable. We must do everything we can to make sure that 

everyone is safe. Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of 

common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending 

them to school. Staff will also assess themselves daily for symptoms of common cold, 

influenza, or COVID-19 prior to entering the school. All persons should use the health 

assessment checklist to assess themselves daily prior to entering the school/site. Any 

person who selects "yes" on any of the screening questions will not be permitted to enter 

the school, pending further testing for COVID-19. Signs will be posted reminding persons 

not to enter if they have COVID-19 symptoms, even if symptoms resemble a mild cold. 



Should a student exhibit signs of illness at school, they will be moved to the quiet room 

within our school office. Parent/caregivers will be notified and advised to pick up their 

child immediately. Please ensure that student emergency contact information is up-to date 

in the event that parents cannot be reached. Should a student become ill, a 

parent/caregiver or emergency contact must pick up the student as soon as is practicable. 

Staff supervising symptomatic students will: 

• Keep all other staff out of the designated quarantine area

• Provide the student with a face mask, provided that the student can wear it 

safely

• Wear recommended PPE

• Use strict hand-washing techniques; and

• Maintain physical distancing.

Re-entry Protocols  

• If a child goes home sick, we ask that parents phone the school prior to the 

student returning to indicate the self-assessment has been reviewed and all 

symptoms have resolved.

• If a parent doesn't call, the school will follow-up with a phone call.

Enrollment and Class Size 

Currently, we have 227 students registered to attend St. Angela School. Enrollment 

numbers will be finalized later in September. Class averages may change at each quarter 

when students move between in-person and online learning environments. 



COVID-19 SAFETY
SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE

Parents/guardians/students must use this questionnaire daily to decide if the 
student should attend school.

     Risk Assessment: Initial screening questions

1 Does the attendee have any new onset (or worsening) of any of the following 
symptoms: CIRCLE ONE

Fever YES NO

Cough YES NO

Shortness of Breath / Difficulty Breathing YES NO

Sore throat YES NO

Chills YES NO

Painful swallowing YES NO

Runny Nose / Nasal Congestion YES NO

Feeling unwell / Fatigued YES NO

Nausea / Vomiting / Diarrhea YES NO

Unexplained loss of appetite YES NO

Loss of sense of taste or smell YES NO

Muscle / Joint aches YES NO

Headache YES NO

Conjunctivitis (commonly known as pink eye) YES NO

2 Has the attendee travelled outside of Canada in the last 14 days? YES NO

3 Has the attendee had close contact* with a confirmed case of COVID-19
in the last 14 days? YES NO

4 Has the attendee had close contact with a symptomatic** close contact
of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the last 14 days? YES NO

* Face-to-face contact within 2 metres. A health care worker in a occupational setting wearing the recommended personal protective  
  equipment is not considered to be a close contact.
** “ill” means someone with COVID-19 symptoms on the list above.

PLEASE HELP PROTECT YOUR COMMUNITY

If you have answered YES to any of the above questions, please DO NOT enter the school at this time. 

You should stay home and use the AHS COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool to determine whether you need to 
be tested for COVID-19.

If you answered NO to all the above questions, you may attend school.
*the screening questionnaire is subject to change as needed.

https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
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. . . I have called you by name, you are mine.  ~ Isaiah 43:1 ~ 

August 2020 

Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year!  Whether you have chosen to return to the classroom or to 
participate in an online environment, it is wonderful to have our students and staff connecting in a more 
‘normal’ manner as we work together to provide a Catholic education that inspires students to learn and that 
prepares them to live fully and to serve God in one another.  This is  going to be a year unlike any we have ever 
experienced, and we are all going to draw on our ability to be flexible, nimble, and responsive to the ever 
changing demands placed on us as we learn to exist in a Covid world.  As you navigate through the 
quartermesters this year and revisit your learning options, it is important that you know that there are no 
wrong choices for your child and family with respect to the in-person vs. online learning environment.  We are 
so pleased to be able to offer the advantage of multiple shifting points through a quartermester model. 

Our theme for this year is God Calls Us Each By Name.  It is grounded in scripture from Isaiah: “I have called 
you by name, you are mine.” This provides the beautiful vision of our work in Edmonton Catholic Schools as 
being work for God; this is the essence of Catholic education. It also provides a beautiful vision of what we are 
trying to instill in our students:  the understanding that they, too, have been called by God to serve.  Over their 
time with Edmonton Catholic Schools, as our students come to know and love Jesus ever more deeply, they 
will discern how God has called each of them by name to serve Him and the world.  

There are some exciting things that are happening in our Division right now.  Divine Mercy Catholic 
Elementary School will have its first students this year.  Within just a few short weeks, we are going to be 
having a site blessing and ground breaking for our new 950 student K-9 school in Keswick.   We are preparing 
for a new 1300 student high school in Heritage Valley, and the construction of the Ben Calf Robe replacement 
school has begun.  As a nod to our agility and nimbleness as a Division, we will be creating a K-12 online school 
as a viable option for our families. 

Each year, ECSD establishes a Division Plan for Continuous Growth that sets out our primary goals for the year 
and the global strategies that we will use to achieve them.  Our schools ensure that their site-specific plans for 
continuous growth are aligned with these goals.  You can explore our Division plan by visiting www.ecsd.net or 
clicking on the link above. 

I would like to share just a few additional words about our re-entry plan.  I can’t begin to emphasize the 
countless hours that our re-entry team has put in getting ready for our start up. They have put so much effort 
into being sure that we are well prepared and consistent across the Division as in person learning begins again.  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023
http://www.ecsd.net/
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This team is simply amazing!  You can see the diversity of membership on this tremendous team by visiting the 
ECSD Re-Entry Plan page on www.ecsd.net. 
 
I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on the call to holiness in today’s 
world,  Gaudete et Exsultate, that reflects the essence of how God has called us each by name:  “The Lord asks 
everything of us, and in return he offers us true life, the happiness for which we were created. He wants us to 
be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence... We are all called to be holy by living our lives 
with love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves.” (Pope Francis, 2018, 
sections 1, 14) 
 
Have a wonderful year of learning and growing in relationship with Christ! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7383/ecsd-re-entry-plan
http://www.ecsd.net/
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Seeking God’s inner beauty. 
 
Glory be to Jesus Christ! 

 
Welcome back!  
I pray you and your family had a restful and fun-filled summer. I appreciate it may have 

been different with the pandemic still upon us, and that you had to be creative in finding ways to 
enjoy God’s creation while physical distancing and staying safe. 

Well, a new School Year begins. The principals, teachers, and staff look forward to 
journeying with you in the education of your children. We know things will be different, and will 
require some adjustments along the way, but together we walk hand in hand as we explore God’s 
love and beauty in our lives and in the world around us. 

Beauty. Inner beauty.  I spent a lot of time this summer reflecting on beauty, and I’d like 
to ask you to do the same during this school year.  
 Thinking about beauty came to me early on at the outset of the pandemic. One day, I was 
in my office at the Pastoral Centre, chatting with someone on the phone. As I often find myself 
doing, I spun my chair around and looked out the window at the passersby on the street. I was 
startled by someone who had stopped and was staring back at me through the window!  Well, she 
wasn’t’ really staring at me. Let me explain. 

You see, the windows to our Pastoral Centre have a reflective film on them, so you can 
see out from the inside but you can’t see in from the outside. From the outside, the reflective film 
is like a mirror, and you can see yourself in the mirror. Ann, we’ll call her, wasn’t really looking 
at me; she was looking at herself. She was combing her hair, putting on her lipstick, fixing her 
blouse. In my eyes, and in my heart, she was beautiful. She was a princess! 
 The reality is that Ann lives on the streets. She’s homeless, as are many who live around 
our Pastoral Centre and Saint Josaphat Cathedral. That doesn’t mean that Ann’s not beautiful. 
That day, looking at herself in the “mirror” of our window, she saw beauty – beauty on the 
outside, and beauty on the inside. That day, God gifted me with a glimpse of how beautiful Ann 
is, in God’s eyes, and in mine. 
 God “has made everything beautiful” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). We are beautiful. Everything 
around us is beautiful. That’s the way God created us, created in God’s image and likeness. 
 This school year, take time to see God’s beauty in every sunrise, every sunset, in the 
world around us, in your child, and in each other. Let us remind ourselves, we are baptized into 
Christ, that God’s love, beauty and glory are best revealed in the life of God’s son, Jesus Christ. 
The best way to see God’s beauty is to be in relationship with Christ, each and every day. 
 And if you don’t see God’s beauty, clean your glasses, then look again! 
 May God bless us and our new school year! 

 
Bishop David Motiuk 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - No Classes

Heritage Day  ....................................... August 3
Labour Day  .......................................... September 7
Thanksgiving Day  ............................... October 12 
Remembrance Day  ............................. November 11
Christmas Day  ..................................... December 25
Boxing Day  .......................................... December 26
New Year’s Day  ................................... January 1, 2021
Family Day  ........................................... February 15
Good Friday ......................................... April 2
Easter Sunday  ..................................... April 4
Easter Monday  .................................... April 5
Victoria Day  ......................................... May 24
Canada Day  ......................................... July 1

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES

First Day of Classes ............................. September 2
No Classes/Staff Development 
Pre-K to Grade 9 .................................. September 4
No Classes/Staff Development  ........ October 29
Catholic Education Sunday  ............... November 1
Holodomor Memorial Day  ................ November 28
Last Day of Classes  ............................. December 18
Christmas Vacation  ............................. December 21-January 1
Teachers’ Convention  ........................ February 25-26
No Classes/Staff Development  ........ March 18
Spring Break  ........................................ March 29-April 2
Catholic Education Week  .................. May 10-14
National Indigenous Peoples’ Day  .. June 21
Last Day of Classes  ............................. June 25
Early Dismissal Day  ............................

DIVISION CALENDAR 2020-2021
Edmonton Catholic Schools

... I have called you by 
name, you are mine.

- Isaiah 43:1 
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